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Dear People of Grace: 

 

The COVID-19 pandemic has disrupted our life together unlike anything previously experienced. 

The most significant way we have been affected as a church body is our inability to physically 

meet for worship. While our staff and members are addressing the challenges of this season with 

flexibility, resilience, and grace, we have missed worshiping together and partaking in the 

sacraments since March 8. 

 

Accordingly, the leaders of GCPC are pleased to let you know that Sunday, May 24th is the 

day we plan to regather for corporate worship.  We are grateful to you for praying for us over 

the last several weeks, including last week when we made the decisions described in this letter. 

We have developed new practices designed to allow us to gather together again, while protecting 

health and safety. We are thankful for the guidelines provided by federal, state, and local 

authorities, and have used those to inform our new practices.  

 

As we look forward to regathering again, we are taking very seriously our obligations to 

safeguard those in our care (including the most vulnerable among us), and our duty to love our 

neighbors and community. At the same time, we are not moving forward in fear. Our faith and 

trust is in a good and sovereign Lord, who has been with His people throughout redemptive 

history. It is this God who is with us today and reigns over us and our world. 

 

We acknowledge all of this will feel strange and foreign. However, we ask that our focus be on 

what we are doing – gathering together to join our voices and hearts in worship, to hear the Word 

preached, to sing and to pray together, and to receive the Lord’s Supper again. All of this, the 

essence of corporate worship, is unchanged. 

 

Two Services: 

We will offer two Sunday morning worship services: 8:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. which allows us 

to abide by the guidelines and provide enough room to continue to social distance.  

 

In order to manage attendance levels at each service we will be utilizing Sign Up Genius online. 

The service you and your family will attend will be determined by you on Sign Up Genius. You 

will find the link on our website and social media sites. When signing up online, please ensure 

that you are counting all members of your family who will be in attendance, as Sign-Up Genius 

will cap attendance to the number who are allowed to gather at one time. Once one service is 

full, you may sign up for the other service.  

 



You and your family will be seated when you arrive. If you would like to sit together as an 

extended family, please plan to arrive at the church entrance at the same time so you may enter 

and sit together. 

 

There will be hand sanitizer available as you enter and exit the chapel. We are asking all who 

attend use the hand sanitizer.  

 

For those attending the 10:30 service, we ask that you arrive at the church building no earlier 

than 10:15 so we can prepare for the 2nd service. 

 

Staying Home: 

In accordance with all guidelines, we are asking anybody who is ill with symptoms of the virus 

(cough and shortness of breath, which may be accompanied by fever, chills, headaches, or 

muscle pains) not attend our worship service. As described below, we will provide an online 

option. Additionally, if you are considered “at-risk”, including those age 65 or older, have 

chronic lung disease, moderate or severe asthma, chronic kidney or liver disease, or have a 

compromised immune system, we are encouraging you to participate remotely via our online 

streaming of the service, described below. 

 

Bulletins: 

We will provide bulletins, on the table as you enter the chapel. We will not hand them out. You 

can choose to use the bulletins we provide, print your bulletin from home, or follow along on 

your device.  

 

The Lord’s Supper: 

The elements for the Lord’s Supper will be prepared beforehand, and the preparers will be 

gloved and masked. You will see, when you arrive on Sunday morning, May 24th, tables on 

either side of the Lord’s Table. On those tables will be rows of cups, doubled up. In the bottom 

cup will be your bread and the top cup will be your wine/grape juice. When invited to come 

forward, you will take your cups with your family, eat and drink and deposit the cups in the 

receptacles on either side of the tables. We will explain again on Sunday morning in order to 

provide clarity. We will continue to provide all of the same options available the last time we 

met. 

 

The Offering: 

You will see the offering plates on the table where the bulletins will be laid. You may give your 

offering when you arrive or as you leave by simply dropping it on one of the plates. 

Unfortunately, the Offering will not be included in our liturgy until we can safely and 

responsibly pass the offering plates. You may also give online, but please note that the online 

giving option may end on May 31. 

 

Between and After Services: 

After each service, we are asking you not to “linger” in the chapel or foyer at this time. Your 

officers and additional volunteers will wipe down all surfaces after the 8:30 service in 

preparation for the 10:30 service.  

 



Accommodation for Those Not Attending: 

We hope to provide a YouTube Live service of our 10:30am service for those not yet ready to 

gather.  

 

Children? 

We hope you will attend and worship as a family. We will not be providing nursery or Children’s 

Church initially. We invite all of your children to join us in corporate worship. We also ask that 

you instruct and supervise your children to stay together with your family, as they will be unable 

to access parts of our facility.  

 

Access: 

Only the “new” part of the building will be open and accessible. Westminster (Fellowship) Hall, 

the kitchen, the playground, the outdoor property and the pavilion will not be available as we 

softly open these first few weeks.  

 

Facemasks? Gloves? 

As mentioned above, those preparing the elements for the Lord’s Supper will be wearing masks 

and gloves.  We will not require those attending our worship service to wear masks or gloves. 

We encourage you to wear a mask if your conscience dictates. 

 

We all want what is best for one another. We want to love God and each other in important and 

practical ways. Our officers recognize there will be many and varied responses and reactions to 

our soft reopening. We know too, there are a wide range of opinions regarding how we open, and 

what we make available. We expect nothing less. We are a varied and diverse group, with 

different perspectives and views.  

 

While there are still many unknowns, and the situation can change quickly, we believe we are 

taking precautions to protect the health and safety of our people and our neighbors. Further, we 

are confident that the People of Grace will take responsibility for looking out for one another – 

even at their own inconvenience – for the sake and health of our church family. 

 

We are driven by our desire to care for you and your families in a Christ-honoring way. We hope 

this is a faithful first step. David French, a columnist for Time magazine and a member of a PCA 

church in Tennessee wrote “A believer in the Gospel of life should be marked by character and 

conduct that reaches far, far beyond taking the right position in public policy debates”. This is 

the view of your leadership. We do not expect agreement among us on the public policy forged 

by those God has placed in our government, or even the ways in which your leaders have 

planned our upcoming Sunday worship services. But we do hope and pray that, as Christians, 

Jesus has marked our character and conduct, even when and how we disagree.  

 

We are so thankful for the ways in which you have continued to care for one another these last 

several weeks. We are thankful for how God has kept our members safe and in good health. We 

are thankful that we are able to gather again for worship soon. 

 

Trusting Christ Jesus Together, 

Your Session 
 


